worldwide (Peakall et al. 1990 , Court 1993b (Millsap et al. 1998 ).
In (Murphy 1990 ).
An analysis of pesticide residues in peregrine eggshells between 1968 and 1992 was completed in 1993 (Court 1993b Fyfe 1970, Court 1993a Johnstone (1999) refers to Newton (1988) and Ratcliffe (1993) in describing a suitable breeding site for peregrines as: 1) "a well drained stable area which is large enough for at least 3 large nestlings to lie down in, and which is preferably, but not necessarily, 10 m or more off the ground", and 2) " [has] access to abundant prey."
In southern Alberta, Court (1993a) (Moore 1995b Holroyd and Banasch (1990) found that between 1976 and 1987, 91% of released peregrines across Canada returned to similar environments (urban vs. rural) from which they were released. Stepnisky (1998) The increase of the peregrine population in Alberta can be attributed to the extensive management (hacking and fostering) of this species since the early 1970s. In 2000, the natural productivity surpassed the greatest number of captive-raised peregrines released in a given year. In 1993, 50 captive-raised peregrines were released into southern Alberta. In 2000, 54 naturally produced peregrine young reached an advanced age and were assumed to have fledged (Figure 4) . The number of captive-raised young being reintroduced was sufficient to facilitate a population increase. With natural productivity now producing young in similar numbers to released birds, the population increase should continue based on natural productivity.
As the peregrine population re-established, natural productivity remained low. Captiveraised peregrines that entered the breeding population often failed in their early nesting attempts. As the population aged and became more experienced, better quality nest sites were chosen; this resulted in increased productivity ( Figure 5 ). With more experienced peregrines in the breeding population and an increasing number of territories being occupied, the number of naturally produced peregrines fledging also increased. Using the five-year survey to assess productivity may not be accurate, as wide fluctuations in annual productivity occur. Court (1994) years -1975, 1982 and 1986 - the northern Alberta population experienced no natural productivity, which illustrates the risk of using the five-year survey in determining productivity. Figure 6 illustrates the natural variation in productivity that has occurred in northern Alberta. Although the productivity in northern Alberta was low in 2000, this cannot be taken as indicative of a population trend. Stepnisky (1998) also noted the high variability of productivity in the recovering southern Alberta population between 1979 and 1997. Both Court (1994) and Stepnisky (1998) demonstrate the natural variations in productivity and the importance of long-term productivity data in modeling recovering peregrine populations.
Year Figure 6 . Natural productivity in northern Alberta 1971-2000 (Court 1994 , Moore 1995a and 1995b). Figure A1 . Locations of peregrine falcon nest sites and occupied territories in southern Alberta. Figure A2 . Locations of nest sites and occupied territories in northeast Alberta, 2000.
